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purpose, the people, whose name every statesman
in turn had taken in vain in the course of the
-war, the living matter out of which revolutions shape
themselves and grow* At the side of such elemental
forces individuals seem of no account* Liebknecht was
swallowed up in the masses of those whom he had
evoked ; Radek, most fiery of agitators, is not heard of
again; Scheidemann and Ebert can but stand on the
balcony facing the sacrificial wall of their defenders, and,
with the sweat pouring down their bodies, speak words of
little meaning, " to encourage them/'*

In those days two regiments were formed, literally out
of the streets, to defend the " bloodless " Revolution
against its own rebels and violators* They called
themselves Reichstag and Liebe* They had no arms;
the deserting sailors had taken all there were to
Spartacus* But by a trick they broke into a Spartacus
depot, and so took back their own again* Even so the
Reichstag building might have been taken and the
Government scattered to the ends of the earth; it was
not done, one might almost say, " by a miracle*"
Very desultory fighting began on Sunday, died away on
Monday morning; on Monday at 5 in the afternoon a
rush was made at the Reichstag, but somehow beaten off*
But the railway stations, the Post Office, could not be
saved, and the Brandenburger Tor fell to the rebels ;
half Berlin was theirs*

* Theodqr Wolffs description*